
147

The Letter Edged in Black
M: D; F: G or A, capo 5 or 7

CD 2-Track 4

Hattie Nevada, 1897

B. Kincaid, Goose Island Ramblers, Fiddlin’ John Carson, Mac Wiseman
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3. With trembling hands, I took that letter from him,

D

I broke the seal and this is what it said:

G

“Come home my boy, your dear old father wants you,

A D

Come home my boy, your dear old mother’s dead.”

4. “Those angry words I wished I’d never spoken,

You know I didn’t mean them don’t you Jack?

I bow my head in sadness and in sorrow,

While I’m writing you this letter edged in black.”

5. “The last words that your mother ever uttered,

Were ‘Tell my boy, I want him to come back,’

May the angels bear me witness I am asking,

Your forgiveness in this letter edged in black.”

(Repeat verse 2)


